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SUBJ: BOUMEDIENE VISIT TO DAMASCUS 

SUMMARY: BOUMEDIENE'S VISIT TO DAMASCUS FOR PRE-OAU 
SUMMIT CONSULTATIONS WITH ASSAD WAS REFLECTION OF CLOSE RELATIONS 
DEVELOPED BY THE TWO PRESIDENTS OUT OF THE SHAMBLES OF 
THE STEADFASTNESS FRONT. THEIR AGENDA REPORTEDLY COVERED 
THE WATERFRONT. BUT OF PARTICULAR CONCERN WAS THE PROBLEM 
OF THE TWO YEMENS. AS A RESULT OF THEIR TALKS ASSAD 
DISPATCHED FONMIN KHADDAM TO THE YEMENS TO TELL THEM TO BACK 
OFF FROM CONFRONTATION. THE ARAB WORLD HAD ENOUGH DIVISIONS 
WITHOUT ADDING CONFLICT BETWEEN THE YEMENS. IN ADDITION, 
BOUMEDIENE MUST HAVE DISCUSSED THE WAY HE WOULD HANDLE SADAT 
AT THE OAU SUMMIT. ALGIERS DENIES THERE WAS ANY MEETING 
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BETWEEN BOUMEDIENE AND SADAT. BUT WE WOULD BE SURPRISED 
IF NO CONTACTS TOOK PLACE. ASSAD MAY LOOK TO BOUMEDIENE 
TO PROVIDE A PATH TOWARD RECONCILATION IF AND WHEN 
SADAT RELINQUISHES HIS INITIATIVE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . OUT OF THE SHAMBLES OF THE STEADFASTNESS FRONT ONE 
RELATIONSH HAS THRIVED, THAT OF PRESIDENTS BOUMEDIENE AND 
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ASSAD. THEY HAVE SHARED A COMMON APPROACH TO THE FRONT 
AND TO PRESIDENT SADAT'S INITIATIVE. ALWAYS KEEPING A DOOR 
OPEN FOR RECONCILATION AND WORKING TOGETHER TO BLUNT 
REACTIONIST DEMANDS FROM LIBYA, IRAQ, SOUTH YEMEN AND 
ELEMENTS OF THE PLO. MFA OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD US THAT 
THE TWO MEN'S MUTUAL RESPECT FOR THE TRUST OF ONE ANOTHER 
HAS GROWN MARKEDLY. THUS, IT SHOULD NOT HAVE COME AS A 
SURPRISE THAT PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE WOULD WANT TO CONSULT 
WITH PRESIDENT AL-ASSAD BEFORE GOING ON TO THE OAU 
SUMMIT IN KHARTOUM. 

2. PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE'S 24-HOUR STOPOVER IN DAMASCUS 
JULY 18 EN ROUTE TO KHARTOUM WAS DESCRIBED BY OFFICIAL 
SYRIAN STATEMENS AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE TWO PRESIDENTS 
TO DISCUSS THE AGENDA OF THE OAU SUMMIT CONFERENCE, TO 
REVIEW THE SITUATION IN THE ARAB EAST (SHORTHAND FOR 
DISCUSSION OF THE SADAT INITIATIVE) AND THE MAGREB I.E., 

THE WESTERN SAHARA PROBLEM, AND TO CONSIDER THE LEBANON 
SITUATION. THE STATEMENT CLAIMED THAT THE VIEWS OF THE TWO 
PRESIDENTS WERE IDENTICAL ON ALL ISSUES. 

3. MFA EUROPEAN DIVISION DIRECTOR TOLD CHARGE THAT 
A MAJOR PROBLEM DISCUSSED BY THE TWO LEADERS 

WAS THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE YEMENS. AS A RESULT OF 
THESE DISCUSSIONS, PRESIDENT ASSAD DESPATCHED FONMIN 
KHADDAM TO THE YEMENS WITH THE MESSAGE THAT THE ARAB 
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WOULD HAS ENOUGH DIVISIONS WITHOUT ADDITIONAL PERIPHERAL 
PROBLEMS BEING CREATED BY THE YEMENS. HIS MESSAGE TO 
BOTH SIDES WAS TO BACK OFF FROM CONFRONTATION AND RETURN 
TO NEGOTIATIONS. ASSAD HAS AVOIDED TAKING ANY OFFICIAL 
POSITION ON THE ARAB LEAGUE DECISION TO BOYCOTT 
PORY. NEVERTHELESS, MFA OFFICIALS CLAIM ASSAD FEELS 
THIS WAS A BAD DECISION WHICH ONLY ADDS NEW BARRIERS TO 
ARAB UNITY. HE WOULD LIKE TO REMOVE THE YEMENS PROBLEM 
FROM THE INTER- ARAB AGENDA WELL BEFORE "SADAT RELINQUISHES 
HIS INITIATIVE." 

4. WE ASSUME THE TWO PRESIDENTS ALSO DISCUSSED HOW 
BOUMEDIEN WOULD RELATE TO SADAT AT THE OAU SUMMIT. 

ALGIERS HAS DENIED ISRAELI RADIO'S CLAIM THAT BOUMEDIENE 
MET WITH PRESIDENT SADAT DURING THE SUMMIT, BUT WE 
WOULD BE SURPRISED IF THERE WERE NOT SOME FORM OF 
CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE DELEGATIONS IN KHARTOUM, 
PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF NUMERI'S OFFICIAL ARAB LEAGUE 
INTERMEDIARY ROLE. 

5. WE HAVE LONG ASSUMED THAT SAUDI ARABIA WOULD AGAIN 
PLAY THE PIVOTAL ROLE IN ANY RECONCILATION BETWEEN 
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ASSAD AND SADAT WHEN THE APPROPRIATE TIME COMES. 

HOWEVER, IT MAY BE THAT PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE IS IN A 
BETTER POSITION AS FAR AS SYRIAN IS CONCERNED TO PAVE 
THE WAY FOR RECONCILATION. SADAT HAS EXEMPTED BOUMEDIENE 
FROM THE BRUNT OF HIS IRE OVER THE STEADFASTNESS FRONT 
AND ASSAD MAY WELL FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE WITH THE 
ALGERIAN PRESIDENT ACTING AS HIS SECOND THAN WITH 
KING KHALID. SINCE THE SADAT INITIATIVE HAS A FEW 
MORE ROUNDS TO GO, WE DOUBT THAT ASSAD IS IN ANY 
HURRY TO EFFECT A RECONCILATION. NEVERTHELESS, 

ASSAD KNOWS FROM FIRSTHAND EXPERIENCE THAT PRESIDENT 
SADAT IS CAPABLE OF SURPRISES AND HE MAY WANT TO 
POSITION HIMSELF WITH THE HELP OF BOUMEDIENE FOR ANYTHING 
SADAT MIGHT DO. 
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